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Church Mission Statement
of

The Drive Methodist Church

The Drive Methodist Church aims to be faithful to the
commandments of Jesus, and the calling of the Methodist
Church.

The calling of the Methodist Church is to respond to the
gospel of God’s love in Christ and to live out its discipleship in
worship and mission, and to fulfil the promises detailed in the
Methodist worship book.

Provide a weekly opportunity for all people to worship God in
Christ, here at The Drive Methodist Church.

Enable people to grow and learn as Christians through mutual
support and care.

Be a good neighbour to the immediate and wider community.
Sharing our faith with others through pastoral care, church
activities and communication.
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Our Minister writes:

Dear Friends

We are in Lent, a time in which we prepare for Easter through
prayer, repentance, some soul searching and in some cases
people denying themselves or depriving themselves of some
treats. During this period, which lasts until Easter Sunday,
some Christians make sure they read some daily devotional
materials, pray to be closer to God, and give up on one or two
things during this period.

As you choose what to give up, or not to, may I suggest that
you include in the process, plastic and takeaway cups in that
mixture because they do contribute to the degradation of our
environment especially the sea where they generally end up
and affecting sea life. Think of our environment as you do so.
But also think of people suffering around you. Make a mark of
your own. Support those in need, directly or through relevant
charities and agencies, not only to feel good about yourself
but to make a difference in someone else’s life and our
community. Remember that Jesus Christ gave up on
everything for forty days while he was tempted in the
wilderness. And even when he was desperately hungry he
resisted temptation. Do likewise if you are able to and God
will reward you.

Remember that during the temptations, Jesus was challenged
to prove himself. He refused to prove himself, he resisted the
temptation to show off his powers. We don’t have to prove
anything. We just have to do what is our duty, we have to
respond to the gospel calling, being honest to ourselves,
showing our concern for the world around us, the people
around us, the environment that feeds and sustains us.
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Let’s us face the wild in our lives and be able to say to God
and ourselves that we repent from our darkest spots and aim
to be the light of the world. Let the period of Lent be renewing
to each and all of us, God being our helper. Soon Lent will be
behind us and we will be rejoicing in the risen Lord.

On a sombre note, as you will be aware by now, last Sunday,
11th February, Esther was called to higher services and is no
longer with us. We offer our thoughts and prayers to her
children and family.

May the good Lord bless you as you go through the Lent
motions and its challenges.

Dino

Birthday Greetings

We wish a very Happy Birthday to:
 Iris Bennett-Wright will be 6 and
 Tunrayo Fadina will be 10

in March
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Women’s World Day of Prayer 2018 2nd March

The service on Friday 2nd March will be held at 2 pm at Ilford
Methodist Church, Ilford Lane.

The title of the service is ‘All God’s creation is very good’ and
has been prepared by Christian Women of Suriname.

This will probably be the last afternoon service in Ilford Town
Centre.  In future we shall probably join forces with North
Ilford or Seven Kings and Goodmayes.

Please come if you are able and support our friends at Ilford
Methodist Church.

Susan Ruckes

Don’t forget to get your tickets for the

JMA FAMILY BEETLE DRIVE and TEA

SATURDAY 3rd MARCH 2018
2.30 pm for 3 pm START

THE DRIVE METHODIST CHURCH HALL
Adult: £5; Children (under 16): £2.50

Tickets are available now from Diane Foster
so please tell all your family and friends

Bible Reading Group

In March the Bible Reading group will be reading Luke
chapters 3 to 9. All welcome, see Jan or John Pearson for
details.
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Prayers in the Minister’s Vestry

Starting on the 22nd February and for the following four
weeks, Jan and John Pearson will be meeting in the vestry to
pray for the Church from 7:15pm - 7:45pm each Thursday.
Please come and join us if you can.

Lent Study Course

This will be held on Tuesdays 27th February, 6th, 13th and 20th

March at Cranbrook Baptist Church, Wellesley Road, Ilford at
8 pm.

Work Morning

The Property Committee has organised a work morning for
Saturday 17th March from 10 am.  Any help that you are able
to offer will be most welcome.

Jeremy Foster

Help is needed please! Palm Sunday 25th March

On Sunday 25th March our church is hosting a Palm Sunday
Circuit Service at 5pm. During the service Jan Pearson will be
recognised as an accredited local preacher.

The Drive has been asked to provide light refreshments after
the service which will be served in the hall. We will need
willing volunteers to pour tea and coffee and generally help
with serving and clearing away at the end. The circuit has
advised us that between 50 and 60 people will be at the
service.
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Please come and see me for more details. All help will be
greatly appreciated. Many hands make light work!

Jo Wright

THE ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT
SATURDAY 31ST MARCH 10.30 am – 12.30 pm

THE DRIVE METHODIST CHURCH HALL

The Junior Church invites everybody, young and old, to join
in with a morning of crafts, refreshments and fun.

The cost will be £1.00 for children.
Come and enjoy a hot cross bun, fun and fellowship.

All are welcome!

PLEASE SPONSOR AN EASTER EGG

Our young people enjoy the annual Easter run around hoping
they will find an egg. Please would you sponsor an egg that
will be hidden for our Easter egg hunt?

During March there will be Easter branches at the back of the
church. You will find Easter gift cards to write a message on.
There will also be a donation box. All money will go towards
buying Easter eggs for the hunt.

Thank you in advance for your generosity.

The Junior Church Team
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SERVICES FOR HOLY WEEK AT THE DRIVE

PALM SUNDAY
25th March 11.15 am

led by The Revd Jenni Kirby
5.00 pm Circuit Service

MAUNDY THURSDAY
29th March 8.00 pm Ecumenical Service

led by The Revd Bernardino Mandlate

GOOD FRIDAY
30th March 10.00 am

led by Janet & John Pearson

EASTER SUNDAY
1ST April 11.00 am Dressing the Cross

followed by
Service with Holy Communion led by

The Revd Bernardino Mandlate
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The Board at the Back of the Church

Thank you to Yetunde who, with the help of her Mum, has
started our themed board at the back of the church.

Last month’s theme was love and a few people did submit
items for the board. A particular thank you goes to Betty
Griffiths who wrote a wonderful piece about her beloved dogs.
This is a new idea and we will gradually get into the swing of
things, but if you would like to submit something for our
March board then please speak to Yetunde or any of our
young people.

The theme for March is spring time and Easter. Here are some
ideas to get your creative juices flowing:

 Photos or drawings that remind you of Easter.
 Favourite Easter hymns.
 Poems about spring or Easter
 Family memories of how you celebrated Easter.
 Favourite Bible passages
 Mother’s Day memories

Jo Wright

Easter Sunday Service 1st April 11.00 am

Please note our Easter Day service will commence at
11.00 am.  Dino will be on his way from Ilford Methodist
Church so Andrew will lead the beginning of the service,
hopefully outside, with the dressing of the cross.

Please bring a few flowers if you are able.
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 18th – 25th January

Still in exile…..

I must apologise for not notifying you all of this event.  It
seems to creep up unexpectantly after Christmas and New
Year.

The topic was ‘That All May Be Free’ or ‘Fel y Bo Pawb yn
Rhydd’ for our Welsh readers. The course was produced in the
Caribbean. Each of the four half hour sessions was taken by a
different church:

Ruth Musgrave of the Vine URC; The Revd Marie Segal of St.
Andrew’s C of E; Dino for The Drive and Ilford Methodist
Churches, and Father Andrew Headon of St Peter and St Paul
Roman Catholic, the host church.

The topics were ‘Welcoming the Stranger’; ‘Resisting Modern
Slavery’; Upholding Human Dignity’ and ‘Overcoming
Violence’.

Isabel from The Vine Church played the piano on Monday,
Duncan from St. Andrew’s played the magnificent organ on
Tuesday.  Suzanne from St Peter and St Paul’s played the
organ on Thursday.

After each session we were invited ‘across the car park’ to the
church’s lovely coffee shop for refreshments.

Throughout the week we were given a warm welcome and the
parishioners went out of their way to make us feel at home.
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The Power of Words

There was no session on Friday, which was Holocaust
Memorial Day.  Many of us were at the service at the
Holocaust Memorial Garden in Valentines Park. The above title
was the theme of the service – how words can be used for
good or evil.

A well as faith leaders and local dignitaries, students from
Redbridge Schools took part.  After the service we were all
invited to Valentines Mansion to see an exhibition of local
students’ work.  The poems and essays were very thought –
provoking.  Some were written by quite young children.  All
the work was displayed imaginatively.

Choral Evensong at St. Mary’s

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity concluded with an
ecumenical service at St. Mary’s, Ilford High Road.  It was a
coincidence, I’m sure, that the choir sang an anthem: ‘I Give
You a New Commandment’ by Peter Aston. The Drive Choir
had already sung that anthem during the morning service.
After the service, we went upstairs to the Community Hall for
tea and biscuits.

Redbridge Faith Forum 30th January

The workshop on ‘Community Safety’ was well supported.
Two police officers attended the event and gave advice.
People were very eager to say when and where they felt
unsafe. The solution is not an easy one.  We all felt it was a
very useful afternoon.

Susan Ruckes
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SINGING THE FAITH – THE SIXTH YEAR
SIX YEARS IN - HALF WAY THROUGH!

We first used the new Methodist hymnal Singing the Faith on
Sunday 15th January 2012.  Since then I have kept a note of
the hymns and songs used (from now on, I’ll just refer to
them as “songs”), and for those of you interested in statistics,
here is a summary of those we used in 2017.

Not included in these figures are the handful of songs chosen
by preachers that are not in StF, and any songs the choir has
sung alone.

Over the year we sang 159 different songs from StF, which is
5 fewer than were used in 2016, and the smallest number of
different songs we have used in one year since we started
using StF.  These were the most frequently used songs:

8 times 20 Be still, for the presence of the Lord
7 times 503 Love divine, all loves excelling
6 times 59 Lord, the light of your love is

shining (Shine, Jesus shine)
495 Dear Lord and Father of mankind
611 Brother, sister, let me serve you

4 times 76 Give me joy in my heart
88 Praise to the Lord, the almighty
103 God is love, let heaven adore him
313 Thine be the glory
332 Lord, I lift your name on high
345 And can it be that I should gain
351 In Christ alone my hope is found
362 Meekness and majesty
663 I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard

my people cry
673 Will you come and follow me
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A further 17 songs were chosen 3 times, 37 twice and the
remaining 90 just once.  Of the total 159 songs used, 12 were
completely new to us.

For the first time since we started using StF, 94 To God be the
glory has dropped out of the most frequently used list, having
been sung only 3 times.  20 Be still remains at number one
for the second year running, and 503 Love Divine makes a
dramatic return to the list in the number two slot, having not
been sung at all in 2016!

Taking the six years we have been using StF overall, we have
now used 395 of the 790 songs available (not including the
Canticles and Psalms section), which is exactly fifty percent.
It’s taken us six years, but we have finally sung half the book!
By the time you read this, we will have made a start at
tackling the other half. The top two songs in those six years
remains unchanged from last year:

35 times 94 To God be the glory, great things he has
done

30 times 20 Be still, for the presence of the Lord

It looked like 94 To God be the glory would never be caught,
but 20 Be Still is closing the gap!

Andrew Taylor

Dr Joan Martin 1915 – 2018

I enjoy reading obituaries in the newspaper, partly out of
curiosity but also because I find that they often give a human
perspective to modern history.

Recently I read the obituary for Dr Joan Martin who died in
January. Her claims to fame (apart from reaching the grand
age of 102) are that, as a newly qualified doctor in 1943, she
tended to the injured following the Bethnal Green Tube
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tragedy when 173 people died in a crush on the stairs into the
station. It was the largest loss of civilian life in a single
incident in Britain during the second world war. Her second
claim is that she went on to found the Emperor Swimming
Club in Kensington for disabled children.

However, what really got my interest was that her father was
a Methodist Minister and that she was married in her “father’s
church in Ilford east London”. Having done a little research I
have established that the church was Cranbrook Park which
was our sister church here in The Drive prior to its
amalgamation with Eastern Avenue church in the 1970s. Her
father was Rev J Henry Martin who was minister of Cranbrook
Park from 1937 to 1945.

Jeremy Foster
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Diary

February

Tues    27th 8.00 pm Lent Study Course at Cranbrook
Baptist Church see page 5

March

Thurs 1st 7.15 pm Vestry Prayers see page 5
Fri 2nd 10.30 am Women’s World Day of Prayer

see page 4
Sat 3rd 3.00 pm JMA Beetle Drive see page 4
Sun 4th 11.15 am 3rd Sunday in Lent

Morning Service with
Holy Communion led by
The Revd Bernardino Mandlate
followed by
Annual Church Meeting

Tues    6th 8.00 pm Lent Study Course at Cranbrook
Baptist Church

Thurs 8th 7.15 pm Vestry Prayers
Sun 11th 11.15 am Mothering Sunday

Morning Service led by
Mrs Janet Pearson

Tues    13th 7.30 pm Circuit Meeting at Goodmayes
Methodist Church

Tues    13th 8.00 pm Lent Study Course at Cranbrook
Baptist Church

Thurs 15th 7.15 pm Vestry Prayers
Fri 16th 10.30 am Coffee in the park

Gardeners Café, Valentines Mansion
Sat      17th 10.00 am Work Morning see page 5
Sun 18th 11.15 am 5th Sunday in Lent

Morning Service led by
The Revd Bernardino Mandlate
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Diary contd

Tues    20th 8.00 pm Lent Study Course at Cranbrook
Baptist Church

Thurs 22nd 7.15 pm Vestry Prayers
Sun 25th 11.15 am Palm Sunday Morning Service

led by The Revd Jenni Kirby
5.00 pm Circuit Service see page 5 & 7

Thurs   29th 8.00 pm Ecumenical Maundy Thursday
Service with Holy Communion
led by
The Revd Bernardino Mandlate

Fri    30th 10.00 am Good Friday Service led by
Janet & John Pearson

Sat   31st 10.30 am Easter Egg Hunt
see page 6

April

Sun   1st 11.00 am Easter Sunday
Morning Service with
Holy Communion led by
The Revd Bernardino Mandlate
see page 7 & 8
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Lord, may Lent be a time of inward
searching that makes us more able to
look with compassion at the needs of

the world. Amen

(Last date for items for the April Newsletter:
Sunday 18th March)


